Advancing the Gospel: Our
Highest Priority

September 24, 2017




Paul shows us how we will approach the
challenges of life when advancing the
gospel is our highest priority. When, like
Paul, our greatest ambition is to promote
Jesus’ love, we seize every opportunity for
Him.
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Philippians 1:12-18

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13 so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all

the rest t

most of t
the Lord

nat my imprisonment is for Christ.4 And
ne brothers, having become confident in

oy my imprisonment, are much more

bold to speak the word without fear. > Some
indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but

i
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| others from good will. **The latter do it out of | |
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Philippians 1:12-18

love, knowing that | am put here for the defense
of the gospel. 1’ The former proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to
afflict me in my imprisonment. * What then?
Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in
truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.

’ !

g 1
gg &mmmmﬁmmmm______d :
Vi J 3 .""_._.‘. TR o ,;\‘ ok : 5 y -

R T T N T B . ) T e g




We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14




We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
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Philippians 1:12

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel,




We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
* Paul’s Challenge
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.

* Paul’s Challenge
o Putin prison.
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Philippians 1:12-14

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13 so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all
the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.1* And
most of the brothers, having become confident in
the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more
bold to speak the word without fear.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

e Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.

* Paul’s Challenge
o Putin prison.

o Gospel advancement potentially perceived
as thwarted.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
 Paul’s Challenge
o Putin prison.
o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

* Paul’s Perspective:
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
 Paul’s Challenge
o Putin prison.
o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

* Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

* Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
 Paul’s Challenge
o Putin prison.
o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

* Paul’s Perspective:
o Confronting lousy circumstances.

o Believes God designed his lousy
@, circumstances.
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Romans 8:28

28 And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.
Paul’s Challenge

o  Putin prison.

o  Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

* Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.
o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o Sees his lousy circumstances as an
opportunity.

K g .
&mwmmm:memmma ;_______A
ST ',",-""".. p {48 '.;'..y"‘»" = - - .

Y T B N A T g



We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

e Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.
 Paul’s Challenge

o Putin prison.

o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.
 Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.

o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

e Paul’s action:
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We approach difficult circumstances

as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o  To advance the gospel.

Paul’s Challenge

o  Putin prison.

o  Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.
Paul’s Perspective:

o  Confronting lousy circumstances.

o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o  Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

Paul’s action:

o Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy
circumstances. ’
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Philippians 1:12-14

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13so that it has become known

throughout the whole imperial guard and to all

the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.** And
most of the brothers, having become confident in
the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more

bold to speak the word without fear. 1
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o  To advance the gospel.

Paul’s Challenge

o) Put in prison.

o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.
Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.

o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o) Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

Paul’s action:
o Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy circumstances.

o Demonstrates that Jesus more than satisfies
in all circumstances.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

. Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.
. Paul’s Challenge
o) Put in prison.
o) Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.
. Paul’s Perspective:
o Confronting lousy circumstances.
o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.
o) Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.
. Paul’s action:
o Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy circumstances.
@ Demonstrates that Jesus more than satisfies in all circumstances.

e The Dividends g
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We approach difficult circumstances

as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.

Paul’s Challenge

o) Put in prison.

o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.
o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.
o) Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

Paul’s action:
o Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy circumstances.
o Demonstrates that Jesus more than satisfies in all circumstances.

The Dividends
o Unlikely people introduced to Jesus’ love.
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.

Paul’s Challenge

o) Put in prison.

o) Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.
Paul’s Perspective:

o) Confronting lousy circumstances.

o) Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o) Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

Paul’s action:

o) Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy circumstances.
o Demonstrates that Jesus more than satisfies in all circumstances.

 The Dividends
o Unlikely people introduced to Jesus’ love.

o Others emboldened to share Jesus.
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Philippians 1:12-14

12| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
gospel, 13 so that it has become known

throughout the whole imperial guard and to all

the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.1* And
most of the brothers, having become confident in
the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more

bold to speak the word without fear. 1
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We approach difficult circumstances
as opportunities. 1:12-14

Paul’s highest priority

o To advance the gospel.

Paul’s Challenge

o) Put in prison.

o Gospel advancement potentially perceived as thwarted.

Paul’s Perspective:

o Confronting lousy circumstances.

o Believes God designed his lousy circumstances.

o) Sees his lousy circumstances as an opportunity.

Paul’s action:

o Shares Jesus with those with him in lousy circumstances.

o Demonstrates that Jesus more than satisfies in all circumstances.

e The Dividends
o Unlikely people introduced to Jesus’ love.
o Others emboldened to share Jesus.

| oGOSPEL IS ADVANCED
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

* Paul’s highest priority
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

e Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

e Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.

* Paul’s challenge
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

e Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
* Paul’s challenge

o Fellow believers speaking ill of him.
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Philippians 1:15-18

15Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. ¢ The latter do
it out of love, knowing that | am put here for the
defense of the gospel. ” The former proclaim
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but
thinking to afflict me in my

imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.




We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

e Paul’s highest priority
o To advance the gospel.
* Paul’s challenge
o Fellow believers speaking ill of him.

o Potentially diminishing Paul’s credibility
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

* Paul’s perspective:
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

* Paul’s perspective:

o Believes true gospel must be preached.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

* Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.

o Appreciates God is in control even when he
is being maligned.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

* Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.
o Appreciates God is in control even when he is
being maligned.
o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus
have pure motives.

;ll‘

ﬁmmmlmammma:____-__A »
VA S0 '/.',-""".. T 'J_h!_“‘.‘ : - y .

1
ﬁns R T R A T T TR S Y R A




Philippians 1:15-18

15Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. ¢ The latter do
it out of love, knowing that | am put here for the
defense of the gospel. ” The former proclaim
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but
thinking to afflict me in my

imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is »
proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

 Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.

o Appreciates God is in control even when he is being
maligned.

o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus have pure
motives.

* Envy
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge

 Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.

o Appreciates God is in control even when he is being
maligned.

o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus have pure
motives.

* Envy
* Rivalry
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority
. Paul’s challenge

 Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.
o Appreciates God is in control even when he is being maligned.
o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus have pure motives.

* Envy
e Rivalry
* Not sincerely :
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority
. Paul’s challenge

 Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.
o Appreciates God is in control even when he is being maligned.
o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus have pure motives.
* Envy
e Rivalry
* Not sincerely

* |nflict Paul in imprisonment
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority

. Paul’s challenge

 Paul’s perspective:
o Believes true gospel must be preached.
o Appreciates God is in control even when he is being maligned.
o Accepts that not all those promoting Jesus have pure motives.

* Envy

* Rivalry

* Not sincerely

* Inflict Paul in imprisonment '
* Pretense
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge
Paul’s perspective:

e Paul’s action:
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge
Paul’s perspective:

e Paul’s action:

o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have
lousy motives
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Philippians 1:15-18

15Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. ¢ The latter do
it out of love, knowing that | am put here for the
defense of the gospel. ” The former proclaim
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but
thinking to afflict me in my

imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is »
proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
Paul’s challenge
Paul’s perspective:

e Paul’s action:

o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives

o Does not tell them to stop preaching.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority
 Paul’s challenge
 Paul’s perspective:

 Paul’s action:
o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o Does not tell them to stop preaching.

o Affirms the importance of the advance of
the gospel.
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Philippians 1:15-18

15Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. ¢ The latter do
it out of love, knowing that | am put here for the
defense of the gospel. ” The former proclaim
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but
thinking to afflict me in my

imprisonment. ¥ What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is :
proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority

. Paul’s challenge

. Paul’s perspective:

. Paul’s action:
o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o  Does not tell them to stop preaching.
o  Affirms the importance of the advance of the gospel.

e The Dividends
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority

. Paul’s challenge

. Paul’s perspective:

. Paul’s action:
o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o  Does not tell them to stop preaching.
o  Affirms the importance of the advance of the gospel.

* The Dividends
o People introduced to Jesus’ love.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority

Paul’s challenge

Paul’s perspective:

Paul’s action:

o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o  Does not tell them to stop preaching.

o  Affirms the importance of the advance of the gospel.

e The Dividends

o People introduced to Jesus’ love.

o Believers are encouraged to worry less
about motives of others.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

Paul’s highest priority

Paul’s challenge

Paul’s perspective:

Paul’s action:

o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o Does not tell them to stop preaching.

o Affirms the importance of the advance of the gospel.

* The Dividends
o People introduced to Jesus’ love.
o Believers are encouraged to worry less about motives of others.

o Believers are encouraged to keep/make the |
advancement of the gospel their highest

@, priority.
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We approach difficult people wisely,
not defensively. 1:15-18

. Paul’s highest priority

. Paul’s challenge

. Paul’s perspective:

. Paul’s action:
o Declares some who claim to love Jesus have lousy motives
o Does not tell them to stop preaching.

o) Affirms the importance of the advance of the gospel.

* The Dividends
o People introduced to Jesus’ love.
o Believers are encouraged to worry less about motives of others.

o Believers are encouraged to keep/make the advancement of the
gospel their highest priority.

o GOSPEL IS ADVANCED
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Takeaways:




Takeaways:

* Who has modeled for you that advancing the
gospel was their highest priority, even in
difficulty? Let them know the impact they
had/are having on you.
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Takeaways:

 Who has modeled for you that advancing the gospel was their

highest priority, even in difficulty? Let them know the impact
they had/are having on you.

 The last time you faced difficult circumstances,
was the advancement of the gospel your
highest priority? Why or why not?
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Takeaways:

 Who has modeled for you that advancing the gospel was their
highest priority, even in difficulty? Let them know the impact
they had/are having on you.

 The last time you faced difficult circumstances, was the
advancement of the gospel your highest priority? Why or why
not?

* Write today’s date, 9/24/17, by “advance the
gospel:. Make it your prayer that God would
give you the desire to use the circumstances
you are facing now to advance the gospel.
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Takeaways:

*  Who has modeled for you that advancing the gospel was their highest priority, even
in difficulty? Let them know the impact they had/are having on you.

The last time you faced difficult circumstances, was the advancement of the gospel
your highest priority? Why or why not?

Write today’s date, 9/24/17, by “advance the gospel:. Make it your prayer that God
would give you the desire to use the circumstances you are facing now to advance
the gospel.

* The next time you face difficult life
circumstances, turn to Philippians 1:12 and
write the date and ask God to increase your
passion for advancing the gospel in all
circumstances. |
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Takeaways:

*  Who has modeled for you that advancing the gospel was their highest priority, even
in difficulty? Let them know the impact they had/are having on you.

The last time you faced difficult circumstances, was the advancement of the gospel
your highest priority? Why or why not?

Write today’s date, 9/24/17, by “advance the gospel:. Make it your prayer that God
would give you the desire to use the circumstances you are facing now to advance
the gospel.

The next time you face difficult life circumstances, turn to Philippians 1:12 and
write the date and ask God to increase your passion for advancing the gospel in all
circumstances.

 Each time you write a date, reflect on God'’s
faithfulness.
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