


Proverbs 1:1-7 
1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:  
2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words  
of insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, in  
righteousness, justice, and equity; 4 to give prudence to the 
simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— 5 Let the 
wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, 6 to understand a proverb and 
a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. 7 The fear  
of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools  
despise wisdom and instruction. 
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Proverb – short, pithy saying that expresses  
a universal truth for practical, righteous,  
wise living. 
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 1:1-7        Introduction 
 1:8-9:18   Instructive speeches – General             
                        encouragements to pursue wisdom,  
                        avoid foolishness 
 10:1-31:31    Wisdom sayings – Proverbs on  
                        all kinds of subjects 
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2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words 
of insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, in  
righteousness, justice, and equity; 4 to give prudence to  
the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— 5 Let 
the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, 6 to understand a proverb  
and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles.  



The Purpose: To grow in wisdom 

Wisdom = Understanding how God designed life  
    to work and happily choosing to  
    live accordingly. 
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The Process: Requires effort 

To grow in wisdom we must: 
• Be willing to admit we could use more. 
• Be convinced that growth makes life better. 
• Be devoted to hearing from God. 
• Be dedicated to listening to others. 
• Be committed to moving forward. 

• Be willing to share what we have with others. 
o Humbly 
o Patiently 
o Lovingly 



The Foundation: God 



Proverbs 1:1-7 
1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:  
2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of 
insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, in  
righteousness, justice, and equity; 4 to give prudence to the 
simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— 5 Let the 
wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, 6 to understand a proverb and 
a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. 7 The fear  
of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools  
despise wisdom and instruction. 



The Foundation: God 

Fear = Reverential respect, awe, admiration and 
 affection for God. 
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Fools are… 
 

• …arrogant 
• …self-focused 
• …uninterested in growing 
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The Foundation: God 

Wise are convinced… 
 

• …God is the center of everything 
• …growing in wisdom is growing in knowledge  

   of God 
• …growing in relationship with God is the  

   greatest thing ever 
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Takeaways: 

• How interested am I in growing in wisdom? 
• What have I been doing to increase in wisdom? 
• Who do I look to for wisdom? 
• Who am I helping grow in wisdom? 
• Read a chapter in Proverbs each day. 
• Consider signing up for a Life Group. 


