
 



Isaiah 9:6-7 
6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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• “Child is born, a son is given” – He is 100% human 
• “Mighty God” – He is 100% Divine 
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o Virgin-birth 
o God-man (“Immanuel”) 

 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
• His humble humanity 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
• His humble humanity 

o Freely chose to lay aside Divine privileges 
and took on human flesh 



Philippians 2:4-7 
4  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but  
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,  
being born in the likeness of men.  



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
• His humble humanity 

o Freely chose to lay aside Divine privileges 
and took on human flesh 

o Born in a small town in a trough in the 
midst of filthy animals 



Luke 2:7 
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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1. How He Arrived 
• His humble humanity 
• His miraculous might 

o Angels announce His coming and ancient 
prophecies are fulfilled 

o Conceived by the Holy Spirit 



Luke 1:35 
 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God.” 
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1. How He Arrived 
2. How He Lived 

• His humble humanity 
o Approachable to all – men/women, 

young/old, Jew/Gentile, rich/poor, 
healthy/sick 



Matthew 9:9-13 
9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to 
him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?”  



Matthew 9:9-13 
12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
2. How He Lived 

• His humble humanity 
o Approachable to all – men/women, 

young/old, Jew/Gentile, rich/poor, 
healthy/sick 

o Lived and taught mercifully 
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God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
2. How He Lived 

• His humble humanity 
• His miraculous might 

o Performed many miracles 
o Lived sinlessly 



Hebrews 4:15-16 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near 
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
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Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
2. How He Lived 
3. How He Died 

• His humble humanity 
o Shameful and painful death on the cross 



Philippians 2:8 
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 



Embracing the Tension of a Sovereign 
God Becoming a Suffering Savior 

1. How He Arrived 
2. How He Lived 
3. How He Died 

• His humble humanity 
• His miraculous might 

o Substitutionary atonement for our salvation 



2 Corinthians 5:21 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 



Hebrews 1:1-3 
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. 
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The Bottom Line 

Let the tension of the incarnation inspire us to 
approach Jesus with awe.  
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Takeaways: 
1) Meditate on the awe-inspiring truth that Jesus  

is both the mighty God and the humble and 
merciful Messiah 

2) Come to Jesus with confidence, while confessing 
your need for His forgiveness 

3) Look for a way to embody Jesus’ humility and 
mercy this week 

4) Share the joy you experience in Jesus with a 
friend or family member this Advent season  
 


