










Why did the Jews miss Jesus?



Why did the Jews miss Jesus?

The Jews expected a triumphant human liberator who would 
free them from Roman rule, establish Israel as the dominant 
nation, and provide material prosperity.  They expected…



Why did the Jews miss Jesus?

The Jews expected a triumphant human liberator who would 
free them from Roman rule, establish Israel as the dominant 
nation, and provide material prosperity.  They expected…

• Prophet



Deuteronomy 18:15-18
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall 
listen— 16 just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again 
the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest 
I die.’ 17 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they 
have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
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• Prophet
• King



2 Samuel 7:12-13
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build 
a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever.



Why did the Jews miss Jesus?

The Jews expected a triumphant human liberator who would 
free them from Roman rule, establish Israel as the dominant 
nation, and provide material prosperity.  They expected…

• Prophet
• King
• Judge  



Isaiah 42:1-4
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth 
justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully 
bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till 
he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his law.



Didn’t pay much attention to Isaiah 7:14.



Isaiah 7:14
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.



Didn’t pay much attention to Isaiah 53.



Isaiah 53:1-12
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has
the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him 
like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no 
form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men 
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 



Isaiah 53:1-12
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 
his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken 
away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut 
off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 
people? 9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich 
man in his death, 



Isaiah 53:1-12
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put 
him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see 
his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 
prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see
and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear 
their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the 
many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and 
makes intercession for the transgressors.
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• Prophet



Luke 4:16-24
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And
as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him.



Luke 4:16-24
21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled 
at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they 
said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless 
you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What 
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown 
as well.’” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 
acceptable in his hometown.
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Matthew 2:1-2
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”



Matthew 27:11
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said 
so.”



Matthew 27:37
37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which 
read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
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John 5:26-29
26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son 
also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to 
execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not 
marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to 
the resurrection of judgment.



What is the key to getting the most out of Christmas?

Recognizing Jesus is far more than they expected – He is the 
Almighty God who became a baby in order to be the Savior who 
triumphs over Sin, Satan, and Death and sets us spiritually free 
in His love for all eternity.
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• Savior



Matthew 1:18-21
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”



Luke 2:8-11
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.



Acts 4:12
12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.”
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What are you expecting this Christmas?

• A wonderful celebration with family and friends.
• An increasing appreciation and experience of His birth.
• A growing desire to encourage other believers in their 

celebration of His birth.
• A growing joy in sharing the magnificence of Jesus’ birth 

with those who have an incomplete understanding of 
Christmas.


