Scripture this week:

Philippians 3:10-16
10 that | may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, 11 that by any means possible |

may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that | have already obtained this or am already
perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, | do not
consider that | have made it my own. But one thing |

do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let
those of us who are mature think this way, and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to

you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.
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There is nothing better than knowing Jesus. (3:1-11)

Since there is nothing better than knowing Jesus, we
pursue growing in our relationship with Him above
everything else. (3:12-16)

Pauls’ perspective:
« More depth with Jesus to be experienced.
« Paul presses forward.

o Because Jesus took hold of him.

« Paul presses on toward the ultimate prize.

Our perspective:

« More relational depth with Jesus to be experienced.

«  We press forward.

o0 Because Jesus took hold of us.

» We press forward toward the ultimate prize.



Life Group Discussion Questions:

Notes: Philippians 3:10-16
What does the Text say?
1. How would you summarize Philippians 3:1-11?

2. Paul lists four intense desires in v.10-11. What are they? What is Paul
attempting to communicate through those ideas?

3. Whatis Paul referring to when he says that he hasn’t attained to or
obtained yet?

4. Inv.12-14, what is the “goal” for which Paul is striving?
5. What does Paul mean by “forgetting what lies behind™?

6. Paul indicates that his motivation to persevere is because “Christ
Jesus has made me his own”. How does this work? Why might the
assurance that Paul belongs to Christ motivate him to “strain
forward”? What does Paul mean when saying “Knowing Christ Jesus
My Lord™?

7. In Paul’'s mind, is “forgetting” just as important as “straining toward”?
Explain. How would you paraphrase Philippians 3:1-9?

8. Why might Paul consider it a mark of maturity to recognize your own
imperfection?

9. How would you paraphrase Philippians 3:12-167

How does it apply?
1. What does knowing Jesus more mean for you?

2. How would you explain your current strategy for growing in your
“knowledge” of Jesus?

3. What kinds of results is your strategy producing?
4. What thoughts or feelings do you experience when hanging with

others who are growing in their knowledge of Jesus? Hanging with
those who don’t “know” Jesus?

CC 5. If you have someone in your life who isn’t desiring to press on in the

ENOYING 50D TooFTeR way Paul describes, what would your encouragement to them be?



