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Luke 2:1-5
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child.
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• An ordinary start
o Typical parents
o Common start
o Walked to birthplace
o No room in the inn



Luke 2:6-7
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
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A Humble Beginning (Jesus’ First Advent)

• An ordinary start
• A Glimpse of Glory

o Miraculous conception



Luke 1:34-35
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God.
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Luke 2:8-12
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.”



A Humble Beginning (Jesus’ First Advent)

• An ordinary start
• A Glimpse of Glory

o Miraculous conception
o Angel to shepherds
o Angel choir



Luke 2:13-20
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child.



Luke 2:13-20
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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o Teaching



Luke 2:46-47
46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.
47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers.



Luke 4:20-22
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and 
marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his 
mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?”
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A Humble Beginning (Jesus’ First Advent)

• An ordinary start
• A Glimpse of Glory
• An Astonishing Life

o Teaching
o Miracles
o Love
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Matthew 24:36
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.
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Matthew 25:13
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.



A Spectacular New Beginning (Jesus’ Second Advent)

• Glorious return
o No one knows when
o Keep watch
o All will witness



Matthew 24:27, 30
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as 
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and 
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.



Revelation 1:7
7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 
him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.



A Spectacular New Beginning (Jesus’ Second Advent)

• Glorious return
• Bringing justice to everyone and everything



Matthew 25:31-34 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him
will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.



A Spectacular New Beginning (Jesus’ Second Advent)

• Glorious return
• Bringing justice to everyone and everything
• Completing salvation for all who love Jesus



Hebrews 9:27-28 
27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear 
the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin 
but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.



We preach not one advent only of Christ, but a second also, far 
more glorious than the former. For the former gave a view of 
His patience; but the latter brings with it the crown of a divine 
kingdom. For all things, for the most part, are twofold in our 
Lord Jesus Christ: a twofold generation: one of God, before the 
ages; and one, of a virgin, at the close of the ages; His descents 
twofold: one, the unobserved, like rain on a fleece; and a 
second, His open coming, which is to be. In His former advent, 
He was wrapped in swaddling clothes in the manger; in His 
second, He covers Himself with light as with a garment. 



In His first coming, He endured the cross, despising shame; in 
His second, He comes attended by a host of angels, receiving 
glory. We rest not upon His first advent only, but look also for 
His second. And as at His first coming, we said, “Blessed is He 
that comes in the Name of the Lord,” so will we repeat the same 
at His second coming; that when with angels we meet our 
Master, we may worship Him and say, “Blessed is He that come 
in the Name of the Lord.”

                                                          Cyril  (AD 313 – 386)
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Implications:

Celebrate and enjoy Christmas! Jesus’ First Advent!

Look forward to Jesus’ Second Advent!

• As you ponder Jesus’ birth, contemplate His 
Second Advent

• Thank Jesus for the hope and confidence that comes 
from being assured He will bring the full glory of 
heaven to us.


