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Advancing the Gospel UnityHumility? 



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure.14 Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as  

Philippians 2:12-18 

God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation,  



lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 
that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.17 Even 
if I am to be poured out as a drink offering 
upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am 
glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you 
also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

Philippians 2:12-18 



After making it clear that advancing the 
gospel, through our unity, fueled by 

humility is what we are about, Paul now 
tells us to, “Go do it”. 



ATG  Unity  Humility  Effort 



1. We are to make every effort 
to live out our faith.  
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and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
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Philippians 2:1-2 
 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
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1. We are to make every effort 
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• Our effort flows from our life transforming 
experience. No obligation.  

• Our effort is to be continuous and sustained.  
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1. We are to make every effort to live out our faith. 

2. We are to make every effort to 
live out our faith knowing it is 
God who is empowering us.  

Extremes 

All God-------------------------------------------All Me 
 
“It’s up to God.”             “God did His Part, 
     now it’s up to me.” 
 “Let Go and let God.”   
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1. We are to make every effort to live out our faith. 

2. We are to make every effort to 
live out our faith knowing it is 
God who is empowering us.  

Paul’s View  

All God-------------------------------------------All Me 
Embracing Inevitable Tensions 

God’s Sovereignty + Human Responsibility 
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1. We are to make every effort to live out our faith. 

2. We are to make every effort to 
live out our faith knowing it is 
God who is empowering us.  

When we get… our effort to live out our faith… 
is empowered by God…we will be awed, 
astonished and afraid. 



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
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who works in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
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live out our faith knowing it is 
God who is empowering us to 
not whine.  
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18 Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that 
through your prayers and the help of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance,20 as it is my eager expectation and 
hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that 
with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 

Philippians 1:18-21 

That through your prayers 
and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn 
out for my deliverance,  
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1. Set a time to read Phillipians 1:1 – 2:18 every day this week. 
2. After setting time, pause to consider it was God who empowered you to set that 

time. 
3. At the time, read Philippians 1:1 – 2:18 every day. 
4. Underline in your Bible, “fear and trembling,” on the first day. 
5. After reading Philippians every day, contemplate that it was God who motivated and 

empowered you to read. 

6. After reading Philippians every day, 
ask God to motivate you and live 
out your faith more fully. 


